
PRESS RELEASE
SOUTH AFRICAN BUSINESSES INVITED TO EXPLORE TRADE 

OPPORTUNITIES IN UGANDA THROUGH WESGRO’S TRADE MISSION

Pretoria, 18th July 2023- The Uganda High
Commission in Pretoria is delighted to extend an
invitation to South African businesses and
entrepreneurs to participate in a trade mission to
Kampala, Uganda. This trade mission, organized in
collaboration with Wesgro and the Agribusiness
Development Corporation, presents an excellent
opportunity to explore trade and partnership
potentials in Uganda.

As part of Wesgro's international trade and outward
investment mission programme for 2023/24, this
mission aims to foster bilateral relations and uncover
new avenues for trade and investment between South
Africa and Uganda. With a strong focus on the
agricultural sector, the mission will provide
networking sessions and business-to-business
meetings tailored to the specific areas of interest for
the participating delegates.

Uganda holds significant importance as an export
market and trading partner for South African
exporters due to its position as the third-largest
economy in East Africa. The country offers a
plethora of opportunities in the agriculture sector,
supported by abundant natural resources, including
fertile soils, regular rainfall, and substantial reserves
of recoverable oil, copper, gold, cobalt, limestone,
and various other minerals.

The importance of agriculture cannot be overstated,
as it employs 72% of the workforce in the Western
Cape and contributes to 24% of the region's gross
domestic product (GDP). 

Considering this, Uganda provides tremendous
potential for South African businesses looking to
expand their operations internationally. 

Key sectors of the Ugandan economy include the
processing of agricultural products, the
manufacturing of light consumer goods and textiles,
and the production of beverages.

South African exports to Uganda have primarily
consisted of apples and pears, valued at USD 1.87
million, which accounts for 13.53% of all exports
from the Western Cape. Wine exports rank second
at a value of USD 1.80 million (12.85%), followed
by agricultural crop protection products such as
insecticides, rodenticides, fungicides, herbicides, and
anti-sprouting products, valued at USD 1.22 million
(8.81%). Together, these three categories make up
35.19% of the total product exports. 

Ambassador Paul Amoru, Uganda’s High
Commissioner to South Africa pledges to deepen
bilateral ties and promote commercial & economic
diplomacy. He reiterates that Uganda has
established firm frameworks of cooperation with
key departments of South Africa through
Department of International relations and
Cooperation (DIRCO) to Promote trade and
investment. Uganda and South Africa have now
signed many agreements including Agreement on
the promotion and protection of investments,
Agreement on Bilateral trade, agreements
establishing Joint Commission of Cooperation
(JCC), MoU on cooperation on tourism, MoU on
cooperation in Transport related matters and MoU
on cooperation in the field of ICT among others.

The trade mission to Uganda will undoubtedly
create a platform for South African businesses to
establish valuable connections, explore trade
partnerships, and unlock new avenues of growth in
the Ugandan market. 



The mission will investigate opportunities for
outward investment in Uganda and establish firm
trade relations with companies and other key
strategic partners. The objective of matching
South African and Ugandan businesses for
possible partnership and enhance trade and
investment flow between our two countries.

This follows an inaugural session of the Uganda-
South Africa trade, tourism and investment
summit hosted by DTIC from 27th to 28th
February, 2023 at Gallagher Convention Center in
Midrand, Gauteng on the sidelines of the State
Visit of H.E President Museveni to South Africa
from 28th to 1st March, 2023 on the invitation of
H.E President Ramaphosa. In June 2023, Wesgro
hosted in collaboration with the Uganda High
Commission a significant Business Forum in Cape
Town, where potential investors committed to
participate in this scheduled trade mission to
Uganda now confirmed to run from 25th to 30th
September 2023. This mission is expected to
involve the participation of over 50 companies.

The Uganda High Commission in Pretoria, in
partnership with Wesgro and the Agribusiness
Development Corporation, encourages South
African businesses to express their interest in
participating in this trade mission or request
further information by contacting the Ugandan
High Commission.

For inquiries, please contact:
+27 726 242874
+27 (12) 342 6031 /2 /3 /4

Email: paul.amoru@mofa.go.ug
            ugacomer@mweb.co.za

Uganda High Commission
82 Stanza Bopape Street Arcadia
0083, Pretoria South Africa
www.pretoria.mofa.go.ug
Ugandan High Commission, Pretoria
Phone: +27 12 342 6031
Email: ugacomer

Wesgro’s Trade Unit
021 487 8600
Email: export@wesgro.co.za
Website: www.wesgro.co.za | capetradeportal.com

About the Uganda High Commission in Pretoria:
The Uganda High Commission in Pretoria represents the Republic of Uganda's interests in South Africa. It plays a
crucial role in strengthening political, economic, and cultural relations between the two nations while providing
essential consular services to Ugandan citizens and promoting investment opportunities in Uganda to South African
businesses.

About Wesgro:
Wesgro is the official tourism, trade, and investment promotion agency for Cape Town and the Western Cape.
Committed to stimulating economic growth in the region, Wesgro facilitates meaningful collaborations between local
businesses and showcases the Western Cape as a leading destination for trade and investment.
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